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Welcome from the Chair:
The Annual Report is a summary of the work undertaken by Great Boughton Parish Council over the last
year, highlighting the projects that have been delivered along with a summary of our accounts. The report
outlines our year ahead and some of the activities planned by the council in 2019/20. The Parish Council
continues to invest in its playgrounds and open spaces as well as the thriving Community Centres at Vicars
Cross and Caldy Valley. Our financial strategy will continue into the forthcoming year to ensure we build up
our reserves so that we can undertake further enhancements and community programmes across the
parish. We also hope to continue to access external funding through successful funding applications and
working in partnership with other local agencies.
I hope you find it an interesting read and would welcome feedback on this report and the performance of
Great Boughton Parish Council. I’d like to record my appreciation of the dedication from our paid staff as
well as my fellow 14 voluntary Parish Councillors for their help and support. We look towards next year
with a new set of Councillors from the elections on 2nd May 2019 and I look forward to working with you
and the many organisations operating in our area to improve our Parish.

Peter Bulmer, Chair of the Parish Council

What has your council been doing in the last year?

A third Public
Defibrillator in the
Parish!
The parish council have
funded another public
defibrillator - in the
reception of the Premier
Inn. It has been registered
with NW Ambulance Service
so it’s ready to save lives!

Great Boughton in Bloom
Our annual celebration of
the wonderful gardens in
the parish. Well done to all
the award winners!

Welcome to our new Maintenance Officer who has been out and about tidying up
the area

2

Improvements at Vaughans Lane – new fencing, an additional gate and new swings!

Co-ordinated
community events –
apple pressing and
litter picking

Help & Advice
The parish council have
provided phone and email
advice and support to local
residents on a range of
issues including litter,
parking, speeding, by-laws
and consumer queries.

Supported local
community
gardeners

Tree and bulb planting

New
swings
at Caldy
Valley
play
area

The parish council have planted trees at
Queens Road field, Vaughans lane play area
and Great Boughton Library. There have also
been bulbs planted at Vicars Cross
Community Centre and Thackeray Drive play
area.

Public consultation on the future use of a green space at Caldy Valley.
In December, there was a chance for residents to tell the parish
council their views on the future use of a piece of land at Caldy
Valley Church. Nearly 300 local residents responded and the
majority overwhelming asked to keep the space as a public green
space. The council were happy to oblige!

Christmas
Carols at
Old
Laundry
Corner

Planning Applications
The parish council has been
consulted on over 100 local
planning applications in the
last year.
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Who and what is your local council?

Local council is a universal term for community, neighbourhood, parish and town councils. We are the first
tier of local government and are statutory bodies. Great Boughton (pronounced Baw-tun) was a township
in St. Oswald's ancient parish, which became a civil parish in 1866. It included the hamlets of Boughton
Heath, Butterbache, Piper's Ash, Tarvin Bridge and Vicars Cross.
The Parish Council today is made up of 15 volunteers who all live locally and know the area well. They
are passionate about looking after and developing our local play areas, green spaces, allotments and
about speaking on behalf of local residents.
The council works through a number of sub groups who focus on a specific topic and make
recommendations to the full council. These sub groups are open to the public and the minutes are
posted on the website.
The full Parish Council meets monthly and dates and venues are posted on the local notice boards and the
website www.greatboughtonparishcouncil.org.uk

Parish Council Membership in 2018 – 19
NAME OF COUNCILLOR

RESPONSIBILITIES

Peter Bulmer (Chair)

Finance Sub Group; Open Spaces Sub Group; Communications & Events Sub
Group; Vicars Cross Community Centre Sub Group; Centurion Sub Group.

Keith Scargill (Vice Chair)

Finance Sub-Group (Chair); Governor at Boughton Heath Primary; Caldy Valley
Joint Management Group (Chair); Caldy Valley Sub Group; 2 x notice boards

Jo Evans
John Griffiths
Nigel Haslock

Open Spaces Sub Group; Communications & Events Sub Group
Caldy Valley Joint Management Group
Vicars Cross Community Centre Sub Group; Caldy Valley Joint Management
Group
Centurion Sub Group; Planning Sub Group; Caldy Valley Joint Management
Group
----------Centurion Sub Group; Vicars Cross Community Centre Sub Group (Chair); 1 x
notice board
Vicars Cross Community Centre Sub Group
Planning Sub Group (Chair)
Finance Sub Group; Planning Sub Group; Caldy Valley Joint Management Group;
1 x notice board
Communications & Events Sub Group; Open Spaces Sub Group; Caldy Valley
Joint Management Group; 2 x notice boards
Planning Sub Group (retired Nov 2018)
Open Spaces Sub Group (Chair); Communications & Events Sub Group; 2 x
notice boards
Communications & Events Sub Group (Acting Chair); 1 x notice board

Ian Huffer
John Salt
Trevor Jones
Krissie Myler
Andrew Pannell
Martin Whiteley
Sue Rigby
Harry Cowley
Andy Bayliss
Pauline Cox

The membership of the parish council will change on 2nd May 2019 when existing councillors
cease to be councillors following the local council elections. New councillors will be appointed and
you can meet them at any of the monthly meetings.
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The Council’s Finances in 2018 - 19

EXPENDITURE

£

People: Clerk’s salary, NI & Tax, Cllr 30,000
expenses, travel, training budget etc.

INCOME:

£

Council Tax Precept

58,326

Council Tax Reduction
Scheme Grant

1,800

Allotment Rents

670

Cestrian Scouts

70

Queens Rd Shops

250

VX Dynamos

450

Josh’s Jumps release

----

CWaC Members Budget

1,250

WREN Grant Funding

48,950

Lottery Funding

10,000

TOTAL INCOME

121,766

Council Costs: Insurance,
facilities and buildings,
subscriptions, legal costs,
election costs, IT, postage, Audit,
room hire, stationary etc.

11,000

Open Spaces: safety checks on
children’s play areas, parks, planters,
notice boards, grass, tree & hedge
cutting, maintenance, gate lockers,
litter picking etc.

5,000

Communications & Events:
advertising, Great Boughton in
Bloom, Christmas events,
newsletters, community grants etc.

1,500

Allotments: grass cutting,
maintenance, utilities, insurance,
subscriptions etc.

800

Thackeray Drive play area
improvements

70,950

Reserves
TOTAL EXPENDITURE

2,516
121,766

The council employs a small part time team:
The Clerk to the Council is the senior officer and also looks after the finances.
The Vicars Cross Community Centre Manager co-ordinates all the activities in the centre.
The Maintenance Officer is also the litter picker and helps keep the parish clean and tidy.
The gatekeepers ensure that the Queens Road Field is kept secure overnight.
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Vicars Cross Community Centre

In 2014, Cheshire West and Chester Borough Council passed the ownership and management of the
former Square One Youth Club building to the parish council. At the time, the ageing building had a few
regular bookings including a keep fit class and toddler group but needed intensive support. In 2015, the
parish council employed a part time centre manager to develop services and a vision for the future.
Five years later, Vicars Cross
Community Centre is thriving and is a
popular community hub for a wide
range of activities. The income
generated from room bookings enables
the centre to be self-funding.
The building which was built in the 1970’s has had a makeover with new toilets and improved access which
gives it a welcoming atmosphere.

New parish
council office
and police
hub
The kitchen and café area

Successful funding bids
have enabled the centre
to establish a popular
community cinema.

New accessible
toilets with
improved baby
change facilities

A packed timetable!
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Vicars Cross Community Centre’s Finances in 2018 - 19

EXPENDITURE
INCOME:

£

Brought/Forward 2018

29,156

Room hire

37,673

CWaC Members’ Budget

2,960

Parish council support for
structural works

£

People: Manager’s salary, NI & Tax, 17,663
training budget etc.
Centre costs & events: utilities,
insurance, marketing, stationary etc.

10,565
21,365

4,081

Building Costs: Insurance,
facilities and buildings,
subscriptions, legal costs, IT,
postage, stationary etc.

Brightlife Funding

14,932

Projects: Toilet refurbishment,
painting, new furniture etc.

32,422

Lottery Funding

10,000

Carry forward 2019

16,787

TOTAL INCOME

98,802

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

98,802

The year ahead…

New signage and
planting around the
community centre.

Exciting developments
for the community
cinema!

The launch of a new
training room that will be
available to hire for small
meetings or training
events.
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The year to come for the parish council…

Continued support for our local partners and developing new connections

More volunteers - gardening, litter picking,
art projects and healthy walks

More improved play
areas…

Improved traffic management
Great Boughton Parish Council will
purchase a mobile speed indicator
device to support the 20mph
speed limits and work closely with
neighbouring parish councils to
improve traffic management in the
area.

Welcome to the residents of Vicars Cross who
join the parish in May 2019
Pentland Close
Kirkwood Close
Jamieson Close
Cawdor Drive

STOP PRESS!

Tweedsmuir
Sheltered
Housing
Scheme

The James Richard Circus is
coming to Thackeray Drive!
19th – 23rd June 2019
Save the Date!
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